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How cholera spreads
It is always difficult to satisfy the owner as to just how his herd became infected. It sometimes happens that a herd ranging in a field adjoining one where hogs are dying of cholera does not become infected, while animals on a farm several miles away become sick. Such cases cannot be explained, but the owner of unvaccinated hogs which have been exposed to cholera should promptly vaccinate his animals, because his luck may not be so good. Until the germ is identified, it is improbable that all the ways by which cholera may be carried will be known. It is well established that cholera germs may be carried by men, dogs, birds of all kinds, vermin and flies. In the summer months farms are visited almost daily by salesmen, stock buyers, and others who examine the herd and, when the purpose of their visit is accomplished, they go to another farm. When such persons come in contact with pigs sick with cholera, it is easy to see how the disease may be transmitted to other herds.
Most stockyards should be considered infected with cholera and care taken to protect a healthy unvaccinated herd when the owner returns. Creeks passing through infected properties may carry the germs to other farms, especially since some farmers have been known to deposit the carcasses of dead hogs in such places. The carcasses of all dead hogs should be buried or burned. Any farmer guilty of permitting hogs to remain unburied should be reported to the chairman of the local 'town board.
The ways by which cholera may be carried are innumerable. The manner in which the germs arrive on the farm is usually unknown. Sanitation alone will not keep cholera off the farm in sections where the disease is well established, and no one should deliberately expose an unvaccinated herd to infection. Much satisfaction follows the knowledge that a herd is safe from loss and this peace of mind can only be secured when the herd is protected by vaccination.